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Some people love to fly the flag, especially on
the 4th of July or on Flag Day or on other na-
tional holidays. A few fly it all the time. They
are not interested in flying just any kind of
flag, but the American flag. After all, they are
Americans and they are proud of our country.
They want the world to know who they are and
what they represent. 
Lately I have seen some other flag-flying

going on. This is the Confederate flag. It also
represents something. In the past it repre-
sented a country that claimed independence
and fought for their ideals. It failed, and those
states and their citizens went on being a part of
the country they tried to leave. Some still fly
this flag, perhaps for sentimental reasons.
Maybe their ancestors were caught up in the
cause at that time. But now flying the Confed-
erate flag has become controversial. The Ala-
bama State Capital took their Confederate flag
down. It was out of respect for the people who
were not favored under the regime it repre-
sented. And now since some people think you
should NOT fly that flag, others are trying to
prove they CAN fly that flag. I guess all flag-
flying is trying to make a statement of one kind
or another. 
What about us who are Christians. Are we

representing our cause? Are we willing to state
our allegiance and our loyalties to all around

us? Do we want the world to know what we be-
lieve and WHO we believe in? It’s fairly easy
when those around us agree with our position,
but what about when there is opposition or
ridicule, can we still fly our “flag”?
What is the flag the Christian should fly? 
Matthew 5:16 identifies one of them: “Let

your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.”
Here’s another one in John 13:35: “By this

shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another.”
This next one is related to the last one and

can be quite visible and sometimes draws some
criticism. “But I say unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute you.” 
Here is one for husbands: “Love your wives,

even as Christ also loved the church.”
And one telling the wives they should have

the “ornament of a meek and quiet spirit.”
There is always someone out there that op-

poses every flag-flying group, but when we con-
sider who our King is, and what the future
holds—Christian, make a statement for 
Jesus Christ. Fly your flag of exemplary Chris-
tian living!

Fly the Flag —Clay Zimmerman
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What standards and procedures should Chris-
tian young people use in seeking a marriage part-
ner? If they follow the pattern of general society,
we should not be surprised when they reap similar
fruit. As a man once told his sons: “If you live like
the world, you are going to have the world’s prob-
lems.” Most of professing Christianity is doing just
that today. And what is the result? The percentage
of failed marriages and divorce among so-called
Christians is about the same as it is in general
non-Christian society. 
A number of contributing factors that are caus-

ing this have been addressed in past issues of this
Christian Home Series. But any way you look at it,
this failure is a tragedy. However, in this article we
want to focus on the positive methods and means
our homes and our youth should consider when
seeking marriage companions. 
This is a home issue, for we believe that parents

need to be involved and consulted in this impor-
tant lifetime decision. Following are a few basics to
consider. 

1. Courtship Versus Casual Dating 
To go out with the opposite gender just to 

socialize and have a good time often leads to care-
less, selfish, and sinful living.  This is called casual
dating. Casual dating lacks the right focus and se-
riousness that needs to be part of the important
step to finding a lifelong mate. Sadly, casual 
dating only sets the stage for folks to marry, 

divorce, and remarry. 
Christian courtship begins with the serious,

prayerful desire to discover God’s will in whom to
marry. Yes, courtship involves having dates or 
appointed times to be together. And not all
courtships lead to marriage. But when entered
into in the fear of God, both parties are able to dis-
cern the will of God, and hearts and feelings will
be respected in the process.  

2. Propriety and Purity in Courtship
By propriety we mean good manners and up-

right behavior. Respect and trust are foundational
for healthy long-term relationships. If these are vi-
olated and lost in courtship, there is no stable en-
vironment for an enduring marriage. 
Before beginning a courtship, young people

need to experience a sound spiritual conversion. A
personal encounter with Jesus Christ delivers us
from sin and selfishness. In Christ, through repen-
tance and faith, we are made new creations 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). Christ (not self) and the
Spirit (not the flesh) will be evident in this new
life. Christ, through the Holy Spirit, is now in con-
trol of our wills and passions. 
Young people in courtship will want to walk in

the light, staying away from the darkness of late
night hours together. 
True love knows how to wait! The beauty and

the blessing of physical intimacies are to be re-
served for marriage. When these are engaged in

The

Christian 
Home 

Series

–Marlin Kreider

Christian Courtship: A Foundation for Marriage
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during dating and courtship, it is evident that
someone is in love with themselves and is using
the other party for selfish gratification. It is noble
for a Christian courting couple to shake hands
upon meeting or parting and wish each other
God’s blessing. Otherwise, we promote hands-off
courtship. 
Our Bibles and common sense tell us that mod-

esty in dress needs to be part of a pure, God-hon-
oring courtship. Standards of conduct must be set
high in the beginning and be maintained as the
relationship deepens and is finally climaxed on
the wedding day. 
The young man should take the lead in the 

relationship, in preparation to be the head of his
home. He should especially lead in keeping the
lines of conduct above reproach. The young lady
will contribute by being modestly dressed, as well
as being virtuous in conduct and body language. 

3. Faith and Values in Courtship 
In addition to propriety and purity, there needs

to be like-minded Christian faith and conviction.
Amos 3:3 says, “Can two walk together, except they
be agreed?” The answer is no. First Corinthians
7:39 says Christians should marry “only in the
Lord.” The questions need to be asked, discussed,
and answered honestly by both parties. Do we
have similar values and goals? Are we like-minded
on God’s headship order (1 Corinthians 11:3), 
finances and priorities (Matthew 6:33), children
and child training (Proverbs 22:6, 15), and other
important issues? Open communication and shar-
ing of hearts needs to be established in courtship
and then will grow deeper in marriage. 
Bible reading, study, and prayer should be a

part of the times spent together. This lays the
groundwork for the family altar that needs to be a
vital part of every truly Christian home! The
issue of a church home should be settled early in
the courtship. 
Young lady, ask yourself: “Does this young man

(who is asking for my friendship) exemplify sub-
mission to his authorities at home, church, and on
the job? Does he know how to lead out as God de-
signed the man should?” (Lamentations 3:26, 27
and Ephesians 6:4) “Does he know how to work?
Is he truly a Christian, a gentleman?” 
Young man, ask yourself: “Does this young lady

(I desire to court) exemplify submission to her fa-
ther and other godly men? Does she possess the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit?” (1 Peter
3:3-5) “Does she enjoy children? Will she be a
good homemaker who enjoys being at home, or is
she a run-around?” (Proverbs 14:1) 

These are just a few important items to con-
sider. Be realistic in your expectations. Young peo-
ple, in their late teens and early twenties, are still
maturing as they shoulder more responsibility
physically and spiritually. Ask this question:
“Does this person possess the raw materials; is he
or she headed in the right direction to be the per-
son I want to be married to for life?” Yes, mar-
riage is between one man and one woman for life.
Carefulness in courtship is imperative if we wish
to be happy and fulfill God’s plan in our mar-
riages. 

4. Reaping the Beautiful Rewards of a God-
Honoring Courtship 
True and lasting fulfillment is not found in the

sin of immorality, with multiple partners,
whether outside or in the bonds of marriage. True
fulfillment is found in following God’s plan, which
is self-control and abstinence before marriage,
with true love and fidelity in marriage till death
parts. 
Maintaining purity in personal life and

courtship can be compared to putting money in
the bank. However, it will yield a richer and far
greater return of interest in a rewarding, fulfill-
ing marriage relationship. All who have experi-
enced it will say a loud Amen! 
For those who did not have clear Bible teaching

or were rebellious or for whatever reason have
failed in moral purity and marriage, there is hope
for you. But, you must take God’s way of repen-
tance, turn from your sin, and come to Christ for
salvation and cleansing. There is forgiveness and
you can begin a new life today. 
If we want enduring marriages and strong

homes, we must embrace a high Biblical standard
for young people in courtship. Our homes and
churches must champion the cause of moral pu-
rity in the rising generation! We older ones must
set the example. We must say no to all the filth so
prevalent on the screen of public media: be it the
TV, video, Internet, or phones. We must refuse to
adopt this world’s fashions of dress and undress,
which are demoralizing our youth and every seg-
ment of society. 
The true Christian and the church of Jesus

Christ must raise up a standard of purity and Bib-
lical holiness. Our future depends on it. Purity
equals power, victory, and usefulness. The results
of impurity are obvious to all honest people. Our
world desperately needs a Biblical testimony and
conscience against sin and for pure, holy living! If
we don’t do it by God’s grace and power, who will? 
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May 18, 2015 marked thirty-five years since Mt.
Saint Helens in Washington State blew 1,312 feet
off its top. The beautiful snow-capped mountain
was reduced from 9,677 feet to 8,365 feet with an
ugly cavity in the top. The power released in the
nine-hour eruption was equivalent to 440 million
tons of TNT or 30,000 Hiroshima-type bombs. It
spread ash across eleven states.
At 8:32 a.m. on that morning, a magnitude 5.1

earthquake dislodged the bulging north side of the
mountain causing the largest observed landslide on
record (2/3 of a cubic mile). This released a flow of
steaming rock debris that traveled in a lateral
northward direction at speeds over 650 miles per
hour. In ten minutes, 230 square miles of forest
was destroyed. 
Thus a volcano, activated in our lifetime, demon-

strated processes supporting the Biblical, cata-
strophic understanding of earth’s history—
evidences evolutionists would rather that people
forget.

Yellowstone Park “Fossil Forests” Refuted

One interesting phenomenon was the “forest” of
vertical tree stumps that formed on the bottom of
the new Spirit Lake at Mt. Saint Helens. The blast
left a mat of over one million logs covering the lake.
In the following years, as the logs became water-
logged, the heavier root ends sank first, causing the
logs to float upright or vertically. As they sank to
the bottom, they stood upright. From sonar some
five years later, it was estimated that over 20,000
trees had sunk to the bottom with their root ends
buried in the sediments. Draining the lake would
leave trees that did not grow there standing with-
out a complete root system.
This evidence from Spirit Lake overturns the

evolutionary claim that petrified trees on Specimen

Ridge in Yellowstone Park were successive forests.
The trees up the ridge are bedded in about 50 lay-
ers. The state sign says that forest after forest was
covered by volcanic eruptions and then another one
grew requiring tens of thousands of years. This was
“evidence” used to destroy people’s belief in the
Bible’s young earth chronology. However, it was
shown that the trees had broken-off root balls, not
complete root systems. Besides this, trees from dif-
ferent layers had the same tree ring sequences,
showing they grew at the same time. The bedding
sediments also showed a deposit of water and mud.
The signs at Yellowstone Park were changed. One
now says moving muds similar to those at Mt. Saint
Helens relocated the trees.

Coal Forming Deposits

One-fourth of the debris flow from Mt. Saint He-
lens went into Spirit Lake and raised the bottom
three hundred feet. This was higher than the previ-
ous water surface. The water sloshed up the north
side like water in a dishpan. When it came down, it
brought along all the broken-off trees, logs, plants,
animals, and top soil, scouring channels in the rock
base.
The first viewers by helicopter the afternoon of

May 18, 1980 thought the lake was gone because of
the solid debris cover. The logs had been stripped of
their leaves, bark, branches, and root systems. In
the following months and years, this organic mat-
ter settled to the bottom, making a three-foot layer
of peat. This composition of materials is more like
the texture of coal than peat formed slowly in bogs,
which is more homogenous like mashed potatoes.
In the flood in Noah’s time, the waters “pre-

vailed exceedingly” (Genesis 7:19). Under flood wa-
ters, the mountains ascended and the valleys
descended (Psalm 104:5-9). There would have been

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 

Mount Saint Helens After Thirty-Five Years

“He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the hills, and they smoke” (Psalm 104:32).
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vast mats of organic matter, plant and animal, fish
and fowl. This would have been buried between
mud layers that hardened to rock in the following
years. When organic matter is compressed, it heats
and, in the absence of oxygen, it forms coal. Sedi-
mentary layers, averaging 2½ miles deep, are the
origin of all our fossil fuels: coal, oil, and gas. Huge
oil reserves have recently been found under the
Gulf of Mexico.

Rapid Canyon Formation

The avalanche and debris from the Mt. Saint He-
lens flow filled the Toutle River valley six hundred
feet deep. There was great concern, as the level of
Spirit Lake continued to rise over two years, that it
would overtop the debris and empty—catastrophi-
cally wiping out the towns downstream. A tunnel
was drilled through a mountain and the lake was
lowered twenty-five feet. However, on March 19,
1982, nearly two years after the initial eruption, a
small eruption melted a thick snow deposit in the
crater. This started a mud flow that cut a channel
through the debris dam, creating a new drainage
channel for the north fork of the Toutle River. The
mud moved at forty miles per hour and cut a
canyon one hundred forty feet deep in a single day.
It traveled twenty miles, destroying houses and
properties in its wake. The mud even clogged the
Columbia River, halting shipping for a time.
Evolutionists, analyzing these canyons with

small streams running through them, would say it
took thousands of years for the stream to wear
down the canyon. The truth is that the canyon
came first, quickly, and then the stream flowed
through it. Empirical evidence now points to simi-
lar catastrophic processes for the Grand Coulee of
Washington State, the Grand Canyon of Colorado,
and other erosion features of the North American
West and around the world. The little streams at
the bottoms of these canyons did not erode them
over millions of years. The meandering canyon of
the Toutle River is one-fortieth the size of the
Grand Canyon and has been called “The Little
Grand Canyon.”

Old Radioisotope Dates in New Rock

As the Mt. Saint Helens volcano calmed down, it
formed a new lava dome in the crater. This was
blown off five times. The present dome is 1,150 feet
high. In 1992, a rock sample was taken and dated by
the potassium argon method. Some of the minerals
in it were dated at 2.4 million years old. Averaging
the ages gave an age of 350,000 years old. However,
we know this rock only hardened a dozen years be-
fore the test. This is the usual result when volcanic
eruptions of recent history are dated. It is easy for
scientists with a false sense of authority to make

claims when no one, of course, is going to go back in
history and prove them wrong. We should not believe
dates for hundreds of millions of years ago, first of
all, because the Bible, the Word of God, points to a
young earth. 

Rapid Ecosystem Recovery

Another testimony to the Biblical record was the
rapid recovery of the plant and animal life in the
sterilized and devastated areas around Mt. Saint
Helens. The pumice plain (scorched by 600 degree
temperatures) had plants and animals in a few
years. Lupines, which have nitrogen-fixing bacte-
ria, were producing leaves, flowers, and seeds for
pocket gophers that were busy mixing the soil.
Within a decade, elk had established themselves,

breaking up the soil with their hoofs and enriching
it with their droppings. With increased space, low
population, and safe conditions, elk were bearing
two or three calves each year instead of one every
two or three years. The same effects would have oc-
curred after Noah came out of the ark. Plant and
animal life would have flourished. Large mammals
spread to the coasts of Siberia where there were
millions in a few centuries.
Other witnesses to the truth also became evident

that we do not have space to explore.

Empirical Evidence

Empirical evidence is a fact that can be observed,
tested, reproduced, and thus proven. The dictionary
defines it as “relying or based solely on experiment
and observation rather than theory.” At Mt. Saint
Helens, empirical observable evidence has repeat-
edly disproved evolutionary theory.
Humans tend to go to extremes. Atheists and ag-

nostics promoted rationalism in the 1600s to 1700s.
In that “age of reason” they wouldn’t accept any-
thing they could not see. Thus they rejected God
and anything supernatural. This was followed by
Romanticism in the late 1700s, a reaction to ration-
alism. Romanticism emphasized passion rather
than reason, and imagination and intuition rather
than logic. Outside of God “The wicked are like the
troubled sea, when it cannot rest” (Isaiah 57:20).
We are able to know truth and believe and live

right when we accept God’s Word as fact rather
than vacillate with the philosophies of men. “Be-
ware lest any man spoil you through philosophy
and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ”
(Colossians 2:8).
Resources:  Footprints in Ash by John Morris and Steven
Austin 
“Mt. Saint Helens, Lasting Lessons” – Answers Maga-
zine, April-June, 2015
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One of the secret sins of America that has come out
of the closet and into the limelight of national attention
is pornography. The word pornography comes from two
Greek words. One of them is porneia which is used in
the Greek New Testament and is translated fornica tion
(immorality, especially between the unmarried). The
last part of the word comes from the Greek graphein
which means “to write.” So pornography is literature
that fosters immo rality. Today it includes magazines,
books, pic tures, tapes, DVDs, virtual reality shows, and
immorality on the Internet.
The land is flooded with pornography, often on public

display where anyone can pick it up to read. The flood
of immorality has reached incalculable heights with the
advent of the Internet. No one knows for sure how
much of what is available on the Internet is pornogra-
phy, but estimates have ranged as high as 80 percent or
even more. A couple generations ago people had to go
somewhere away from home to find pornography, but
now it is easily available in millions of homes around
the world through electronic devices. 
It has become obvious now to all but a few, who are

too blind or stubborn to admit it, that pornogra phy en-
flames the imaginations and passions of its devotees.
Not only does pornography specialize in nudity, but it
dwells on violence, especially aimed at women and chil-
dren. Governments have tried to hold back the tide of
child and women abuse but to little avail. Especially
with the Internet, it is almost impossible to control.
Pornography is habit forming, as many have testi-

fied. It captures the minds and bodies of its readers.
Most of us know what it is like to have heard suggestive
jokes or obscene words. Some how these things register
in our minds and are difficult to erase. Now multiply
that a thousand times or more and you get a little idea
of the bondage suffered by readers and viewers of
pornography.
Pornography not only ruins the mind but also leads

to open violence and immorality. Hus bands, enchanted
by violence and perversion, have abused their own
wives by trying to reenact what they have seen. Hus-
bands bound by por nography find it difficult to enjoy
normal rela tions with their wives. Youth, who are
caught up in pornography, often ruin their hopes of a
pure, joyful marriage later. 
We need desperately to flee to God’s Word for help in

avoiding this devastating pollution. There is hope avail-
able from God for those who have been ensnared in
pornography’s clutches. 
The Bible has much to say about pornography. In the

Old Testament we read of Canaanite groves. There im-
ages were carved on tree trunks, becoming the scene of
immoral “worship” services.
The Bible was written in such a setting and does not

mince words in its warnings concern ing such immoral-
ity. Here are a number of directives from God’s Word

that will rescue us from the pollution of pornography.
We must recognize the following truths about pornogra-
phy and God’s road to deliverance from it.

Pornography is as sinful as the actual acts of im-
morality.
Jesus said, “Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust

after her hath committed adultery with her already in
his heart” (Matthew 5:28). Those who indulge in lustful
looking as well as acting will be judged by God. The first
step away from pornography is to confess it as sin. “Re-
member therefore how thou hast received and heard,
and hold fast, and repent” (Revelation 3:3). 

God will surely judge those engaged in the pro-
duction, sale, and use of pornography.
Consider how modern America is like the description

found in Romans 1:26ff.
“For even their women did change the natu ral use

into that which is against nature: And likewise also the
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in
their lust one toward another; men with men working
that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that
recompence [payment, return] of their error which was
meet . . . Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”

The only way to victory over pornography is a
clean break.
Even gazing at immodesty in cata logs, magazines,

and on the screen feeds lust and leads to pornography.
The Bible warns us to flee fornica tion (porneia) and to
flee youthful lusts. Rather we are to “follow righteous-
ness” (2 Timothy 2:22). 
It is natural to want to know about our sexuality and

our feelings, but we wreck our lives if we seek informa-
tion from the polluted world around us. When you have
questions, ask your parents or a trusted godly person
who will lead you to God’s way. 

Remember whose you are and dedicate your mind
and body to Him.

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God,
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). 

Fill your mind with good, leaving no room for evil.
“Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are

honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these things” (Philippians
4:8). —RLB 

Feature Article for Youth . . .
The Poison of Pornography
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Naturalists hold to the ideology that the natural
universe is the only reality and that the scientific
method is the only key to understanding the world
we live in. This would mean that nothing exists that
is unseen. It means that humans have bodies, but
not souls, and that there is no life after death. One of
their own loved to declare that the universe is all
that ever was, all that is, and all that ever will be.
It’s interesting to note that this famous scientist’s
claim can itself not be scientifically tested! Yet this is
how naturalism dismisses anything supernatural,
and that the universe could be reflecting the power
and the intelligence of God. 

Moral relativism is the ill-begotten offspring of
naturalism. The point is clear. Without God there are
no absolute moral guiding principles. Believe what-
ever you will. Truth is mere personal preference,
without concern for right or wrong. It is doing what
seems pleasurable or advantageous at the time, at
least if you can expect to get away with it. 

The first thing we’ll note is that the justification
for the naturalist/moral relativist position is Darwin-
ian evolution. Darwin had two things going for him
in his time. He could believe in an eternal universe.
That way, he didn’t need to wrestle with the issue of
how matter could come from nothing. He could also
believe in the spontaneous generation of life. Wasn’t
it obvious that “simple” forms of life sprang “natu-
rally” out of dead matter (for example—living worms
from dead carcasses)? Darwin’s “contribution” then,
was to provide the mechanism that accounts for all
living things to evolve from a common ancestor over
eons of time. In this, he has persuaded generations of
scientists to believe in a universe without God. But
this was, after all, before the scientific understand-
ing that the universe did have a beginning, and be-
fore the belief in spontaneous generation of life was
discredited. And yes, it was well before the knowl-
edge of the incredible complexity and intelligence en-
coded in DNA. So in Darwin’s day, the foundation of
his theory was not the intellectual/scientific insult

that it is today. 
Thus, naturalism faces an awful quandary. The

Darwinian simplistic two-point foundation, by which
he left God out of the picture, is now behind us. First
we know that in actual science, every effect has a suf-
ficient cause. So how could something (matter) come
from nothing? Secondly, lifeless matter never yields a
single living cell. How then could life and intelligence
come from nonliving matter? This then leaves natu-
ralism in the lurch of blind determination. Natural-
ism must crash these two major barricades of science
to even connect to Darwin’s theory. It’s like claiming,
“The cow jumped over the moon,” before first having
either the moon (matter), or the cow (life). The
“common ancestry” theory must be counted stolen
by the naturalist camp because it fails at the very
foundation. 

But let’s watch naturalism’s attempt to launch
the missing cow over the missing moon. The wishful
propulsion mechanism is called “natural selection,” a
term founded on wishful nothingness. Mindless na-
ture owns no selecting mechanism. If by chance a
new generation of cow could jump a bit higher than
the old, nature has no interest or means to keep rais-
ing the bar for promoting ever-higher jumping cows.
Nature cannot side with Darwin’s expectations and
never lends a selecting hand to improving anything.
Random happenings like tornadoes, earthquakes,
lighting bolts, and gene mutations certainly do cause
change. But, like cancer, they lack the programing
and the intelligence to make a positive difference.

But let’s now try nature with intelligence (things
consciously alive, such as animals or birds). Here
again, we face an insurmountable barrier. We don’t
hear anyone claiming that serpents had some intrin-
sic mechanism toward a reptile-to-bird development
of wings and feathers. The same could be said for
whales turning into land animals or apes into hu-
mans. This brings no hope of adding rungs to the
imaginary evolutionary ladder through animal intel-
ligence. How then could anyone expect “unnatural

Refuting Naturalism and Moral Relativism

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer
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unselection” to arrange such a feat?
But we still have one more living option for the

naturalists, do we not? Human intelligence has in-
deed made notable differences on our planet. Con-
sider the wonders of scientific research and
development in the increased varieties and yields of
grains, of fruits, of vegetables, and in the breeding of
high production dairy cows and meat animals. By
means of intelligent selectivity, food production has
soared well ahead of dire predictions of scarcity in
the face of population growth. But where are the ac-
tual new species? It doesn’t happen. The possible
range of development is locked into the DNA code of
the particular species.

Unfortunately, what really stands out in the past
century is the misguided zeal and the tragic conse-
quences of trying to guide improvement of the
human race. These aspirations of human evolution
have proved to be negative and deadly to the ex-
treme. Left to human manipulation, the way forward
has always been backward. The desire to produce
“superior” human tendencies gravitates to saving
the “best” through the genocidal elimination of the
“inferior.” Adolph Hitler eliminated six million Jews,
considering Aryan races superior. Margaret Sanger
(founder of Planned Parenthood), along with the nat-
uralist elitists of her day, targeted blacks, illiterates,
and people with low IQ’s with birth control, steriliza-
tions, and abortions. (And yes, it has been “success-
ful,” in numbers that Hitler could not have
imagined).

We will now see that the naturalist claim of real-
ity is easily refuted in what we know best—the
human experience. It goes like this: A surgeon opens
the skull of a man. He can now confirm scientifically
that the patient before him possesses a brain. But he
cannot discover the experiences of the patient before
him, what he loves or hates, what he fears, or what
brings him pleasure. This is the deeper, greater real-
ity beyond the reach of science. It is personality and
character. If the physical properties encompassed all
there is to being human, there would be no individ-
ual choices, nor freedoms. The brain would simply
dictate every choice. In short, the essence of being
human is decidedly beyond naturalist explanations.
To be human carries the knowable yet unseen fact
that life and consciousness consist of more than a
body packed with organs and clothed in skin. The re-
ality of the soul is not merely outside the reach of sci-
ence. It is also greater than science. 

The fact that the greater reality of being human
is unseen should prepare us for that great Biblical
truth of the universe itself. Yes, the universe contains
galaxies, stars, and planets. It includes a habitable
earth teeming with life and intelligence. But there is,
beyond the seen realm, the power that called it all
into existence. Though unseen, it is greater than the
universe itself. This is none other than the infinite

wisdom, power, and intelligence, attributable only to
the Lord God Almighty. “In the beginning God cre-
ated the heaven and the earth.” Further . . . “the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.” The heavens themselves bear
witness to the truth.

There ought to be a collective sigh of relief from
around the globe and in every scientific community
for such plain yet profound answers to the mystery
of life on this planet. Why be surprised that the Cre-
ator is unseen, when the greater aspect of being
human is itself unseen? But this is worrisome to nat-
uralists because it flings wide open the door to God’s
ownership and control and warns of human account-
ability to divine authority. Such an admission sounds
the death-knell of moral relativism.

Now let’s crack the empty shell of moral rela-
tivism. First of all, you cannot do any science without
a healthy dose of moral absolutes. One can claim
nothing is right or wrong, but in practice you cannot
trust the results. Science is viable only where it is ap-
proached with an unyielding standard of integrity,
which is outside of and prior to the science itself. It
should be obvious to any ten-year-old that science in-
fused with lies fails its own test.

In the medical lab, the technician must follow ab-
solute principles with exactly the right formulas
going into the test tube, and with total integrity and
impartiality in evaluating and recording the results.
The same goes for NASA engineers building a space
capsule. The fact that all the needed technology and
materials are available means nothing, except as the
engineers pursue uncompromising standards all the
way to the glory of a perfect launch. The reason for
the absolutist, though unseen, standard is simple.
It’s hard to get away with cheating when lives are on
the line. Except for such absolutist standards in sci-
ence and industry, I would never take another flu
shot nor fly on another plane.

But because of deeply ingrained moral rela-
tivism, the technician can shed the integrity of the
day’s labors right along with his lab coat. So with the
engineer who, aside of his career, can imagine him-
self free from the constraints of moral law. These can
spend their free time without a care for morals while
cheating with another man’s wife. Why do they do it?
Unlike a lost spacecraft, the harm is a hidden malig-
nancy, while it spreads its tentacles throughout our
culture. 

It’s time to face the sobering, even terrifying
truth. Naturalism/moral relativism has neither sci-
ence nor the good of humanity on its side. It’s serious
enough when men rob men of that which is good, but
the natural universe is clearly the property of God
and is clearly marked with the ink of God’s directives
and divine signature. Is the rebellion of men not
treason against the Sovereign of the universe? 
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Today we are living in a time of refugees flee-
ing war-torn countries to an extent not known in
recent history. The focus is the hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees fleeing from the Middle East to
the more peaceful and richer countries of Eu-
rope. Some European countries can hardly han-
dle the influx, especially as it looks like the flood
of refugees will continue into the foreseeable fu-
ture. The same type of thing is happening in
parts of Southeast Asia and in Africa. The appeal
has gone out for other countries throughout the
world to open their doors to these refugees. 
The solutions to this problem are varied and

desperate. Some countries are trying to close
their borders as much as possible to prevent fur-
ther disruption. Other countries are allowing
thousands in but finding it difficult to cope. Oth-
ers are trying, with difficulty, to deal with what
is causing the flood of refugees. The religious per-
secution and the wars within many countries are
staggering. Some other countries are taking sides
in these conflicts to relieve the situation but with
little success. Bombs and even invading armies
seem to do little to alleviate the wars and suffer-
ing.
Of course, the root cause of the persecution

and wars is sin. As long as people are living in sin
and are disobedient to a holy God, conflict and
war will continue. The Bible prophecies that
these things will only get worse and worse. Jesus
foretold “wars and rumours of wars” (Matthew
24:6) before the end of time. The sinfulness of
mankind will only worsen. “Evil men and seduc-
ers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). 
Fear of war, violence, and terrorism pervade

the world. Some fear that the refugees fleeing
into their countries will destroy their own values
and become a future source of terrorism. A world

without the transforming power of Jesus Christ,
whom the Bible calls “the prince of peace,” will
only sink deeper and deeper into sin and vio-
lence. 
So, how shall Christians respond to the world

refugee crisis? One thing we can learn from the
Bible and from history is that man-made political
measures do not, in the long run, solve the
world’s problems. The call of the Christian
church is not to become involved in politics or to
get involved in the world’s wars, but rather to ex-
emplify and proclaim the way of salvation and
peace through Jesus Christ. According to Ro-
mans 13, the function of the government is to try
to keep law and order in the world. We know that
it sometimes fails. Romans 13 speaks of the gov-
ernments of the world as “he” and “they.” But
the passage goes on to speak of the role of the
Christian in society. Christians are to pay taxes
and to be as submissive as possible to the author-
ities of their countries. Then they are to show
love to their fellow man. “Owe no man any thing,
but to love one another” (Romans 13:8). That in-
cludes showing love to the world’s refugees and
even to our enemies. 
Christians are then to live lives above 

reproach, shunning immorality, hatred, killing,
stealing, and even coveting what belongs to oth-
ers. They are to live pure lives and honest lives
in a wicked world. “Put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to
fulfil the lusts thereof” (Romans 13:14). 
Christians have often been among the world’s

refugees because of persecution. In our own day
Christians are being persecuted in many places
in the world. Christians should be able to sym-
pathize with the world’s outcasts and be willing
to aid them as well as letting them know of what
Jesus Christ can do for them. 

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

A World of Refugees!
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There is a sense in which every Christian
should be a refugee in today’s world. The Bible
calls God’s people to flee—to flee from immoral-
ity (1 Corinthians 6:18), to flee from idolatry 
(1 Corinthians 10:14). We are to flee materialism
and “follow after righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, patience, meekness” (1 Timothy 6:10, 11).
The Bible calls all mankind to “flee from the
wrath [of God] to come” (Matthew 3:7). When we
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, we then
flee to Him for refuge, and He will deliver us from
sin and from the wicked in this world, if not in
this life then in the life to come. “In thee do I
trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should
walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee. Deliver me,
O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to
hide me” (Psalm 143:8, 9). 

How to Be Saved

Salvation from sin is a GIFT from God. You
accept it on condition that you will let Christ 
deliver you from your sin and control your life.

RECOGNIZE

That you have transgressed God’s laws and
have fallen short of God’s will.
“For all have sinned, and come short of the

glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

BELIEVE

That God loves you and offers you His mercy
through the salvation work of His Son, Jesus
Christ.

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).

ACCEPT

Christ’s death and resurrection as God’s provi -
sion for your forgiveness. Acknowledge your ac-
ceptance of Christ by praying sincerely:

“Jesus, I am a sinner. I accept You as my Sav-
iour and Lord of my life. Make me an obedient
child of God.”

“But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name” (John 1:12).

LIVE

In newness of life. When a person truly be-
comes a child of God, it will change the way he
thinks, the way he talks, the way he acts.

“Like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in new ness of life . . . Let not sin therefore
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members
as instruments of unrighteous ness unto sin: but
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive
from the dead, and your members as instru ments
of righteousness unto God” (Romans 6:4, 12, 13).
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